
Fall 2019

Peoria High School 
Alumni Association Officers

Peoria High School Alumni Association · 1615 N. North Street · Peoria, IL 61604
Ph: 309-682-4854 · Email: phsalumni@yahoo.com · Website: www.peoriaalumni.org · www.facebook.com/groups/peoriahsalumni

President
Kate Neumiller Schureman ‘86

Vice President
Mike Lawless ‘64

Secretary 
Susan Schonewise Leighty ‘68

Treasurer
Ken Pope ‘63

Office Administrator
LaVerne Wilson ‘63

Legal Council
Tim Swain ‘57

Administrative Representative
Annette Taylor Coleman ’87 PHS Principal

Faculty Representative
Tracy Riebel ‘87

Directors
Chuck Gabbert ‘75
Sissy Portman McCormack ‘60
Dick McCormack ‘60
Jan Mueller ‘63
Randy Neff ‘78
Chuck Neumann ‘64
Bill Robertson ‘78
Carol Hudson Sleeth ‘64
Kirk Wessler ‘73

Greetings to my fellow Lions!  

As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, I 
would like to thank each and every one of you for 
your ongoing support of Peoria High School and 
the Peoria High School Alumni Association.           

This past school year has also been an exciting 
time for the Board of Directors of the Peoria High 
School Alumni Association (PHSAA).  Even af-
ter 160+ years, every graduating class is special.  
Thanks to the ongoing generosity of our amaz-
ing alumni, the PHSAA was able to award over 
$70,000 in college scholarship funds to mem-
bers of our senior class. Since its inception, the 
PHS Alumni Association has provided more than 
$737,000 in scholarship funds to 500+ recipients.  
This outstanding legacy is due to the incredible 
generosity of my fellow alumni, and for that, I 
thank you!

Our mission is to, “Maintain the tradition of 
Peoria High School by providing support, rec-
ognition, and leadership to the school, its stu-
dents and its alumni.”  We work hard to meet 
our mission on behalf of both the current, as well 
as the future alumni of Peoria High School.  As 
a member of the Scholarship Committee, I can 
guarantee you that not only has another group 
of outstanding students graduated from Peoria 
High, but there are many bright futures ahead for 
our graduates.  

I invite you to take part in helping meet the mis-
sion of the Alumni Association.  We ask that you 
recognize your high school experience by first 
joining the Alumni Association, and second, by 
sending an additional gift to the Alumni Associa-
tion that equals one dollar for every year that you 
have been an alum.  I would like to encourage such 
a gift especially if you are part of a reunion class 
this year.  For example, a $35 gift for scholarships 
is a wonderful way to celebrate your 35th Reunion.  

It is thanks to your gifts that we are able to not 
only provide scholarships, but we are able to help 
the current student body, and maintain an Alum-
ni Office that can help meet your alumni needs.  
For example, Alumni Association can help with 
the reunion planning by making alumni mailing 
lists available, to serve as a speaker at a reunion, 
and offer tours of the school building.  Contact 
LaVerne Wilson for more information at 309-
682-4854 or email at phsalumni@yahoo.com.  

Also, keep an eye open for information about 
the 2020 Gold Lion Lunch.   

It is an honor to serve all 
of you, as well as this 
wonderful association!
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John Kunkle ’58 of Brimfield, IL was 
inducted into the Knights of Columbus In-
ternational Bowling Association hall of fame 
in June, 2019. He has participated in his lo-
cal bowling league and state tournaments 
for 65 years and in 53 of the Knights of Co-
lumbus tournaments. Kunkle was cited for 
serving in all the positions in the Knights of 
Columbus International Bowling Associa-
tion and currently serves as Vice President. 
He has also been active in Spalding Council 
No 427 of the Knights of Columbus in Peo-
ria and the Illinois State Council. (excerpts 
Journal Star)

LaVerne Wilson ’63 
On June 15, 2019, LaVerne 
decided to run the 4 miler 
annual Peoria Steamboat 
Race of 2400 runners. Her 
17 year old granddaugh-
ter, Shelby Herrera, opted 
to run with her to make 
sure her Grandma LaVerne would win an-
other award in her age category. LaVerne 
kept insisting that she take off and get her 
own personal best time, but she insisted 
on pacing with her. It wasn’t until the last 
half mile, LaVerne again told her to take 
off and start passing everyone and so she 
did. LaVerne ended up winning First Place 
in her age division of 70-74 with a time of 
40.16. In previous races in 2015 & 2106 she 
placed 2nd & 3rd in her age division. How-
ever, the part she was most proud of was 
her unselfish and considerate granddaugh-
ter, Shelby’s enthusiasm and support to get 
her grandma a win. 

The Randy A. Neumann ’76 Memorial 
Scholarship Award was established in 1995 
by the Nemann family. Randy graduated from 
Peoria High School as Valedictorian in 1976. 
He served on Student Council, was artistic, 
lettered in sports, participated in numerous 
organizations, and received significant hon-
ors during his high school career. Since Randy 
had been an outstanding all-round student, 
the annual scholarship is given in his mem-
ory to a similar student. The Peoria High 
principal and head counselor together select 
an outstanding senior headed to college or 
a university, who has achieved academic ex-
cellence, demonstrated exemplary leadership, 
shows compassion and genuine interest in 
others, and is a charismatic, energetic individ-
ual who inspires others. This scholarship fund 
began with $5,200 from family and friends 
and now totals nearly $59,000. To date, 24 
students have been awarded a total of $33,750 
in scholarship money.  

Gerald “Jerry” D. Stephens ’51 Endowed 
Scholarship was established with $50,000 
in December, 2017. Jerry passed on 8/20/18 
at 86. He was the President and founder of 
RLI Corporation in Peoria. His philosophy to 
all his employees was to give the best possi-
ble customer service. He was a loyal donor to 
PHSAA and other community organizations 
throughout his life.  His most important as-
set was that he was kind, always professional, 
and a complete gentleman. He wanted to give 
back to PHS graduates who excelled as leaders 
in their class and other activities, were in the 
top 10%, were self-motivated, well-rounded, 
and who needed financial assistance. The stu-
dent, Kimmi McCray, was the first recipient 
this year receiving $3,000. 

Some Reasons PHSAA Endowed 
Scholarships are established!

L to R: Ken Pope ‘63, Rue Lonergan ‘19, 
& LaVerne Wilson ‘63. Rue was the first recipient 
of this newly endowed 2019 Pope Scholarship in 

Memoriam to Craig Pope.

Craig H. Pope Memorial Scholarship was 
established in 2018 with $100,000 in memo-
ry of Craig H. Pope, son of Ken (Sheri) Pope, 
PHS class of 1963. Craig passed away in 2017 
and this scholarship was endowed to ensure 
his name lives on. Craig’s major at Illinois 
State University was education and this schol-
arship is awarded to deserving students major-
ing in education, accounting, or business ad-
ministration. The 2019 award was granted to 
Rue Lonergan, a PHS graduating senior with 
an excellent grade point average who also bal-
anced school work with significant leadership 
and sacrifice at home helping care for several 
siblings. Pictured are PHSAA Treasurer Ken 
Pope, Rue Lonergan, and PHSAA Office Ad-
ministrator LaVerne Wilson. 
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Upcoming 2020 Class Reunions
1954  TBA
1955 65th at Golden Lion Luncheon 10/10/2020
1970 50th Reunion 09/12/2020
1980 40th Reunion 06/20/2020

Only 45 spaces left on Donor Wall to donate your $1000. This wall is another part of PHS His-
tory established in the front hall for all your family names to be displayed for many years. This is 
a testament to the loyalty of all Lions to keep the support going. 

Are you looking for a way to utilize your talents? We need you on our PHSAA Alumni Board. 
We meet 5 times a year on the 2nd Monday at 5:30 p.m. in September, November, March, June, 
& August. Call alumni office 682-4854 to receive more information. 

We have a MYSTERY DOOR that was delivered to PHS Loading Dock this year. It has numer-
ous teachers and alumni’s signatures in pencil. It is presently available for viewing in the alumni 
office in hopes some alum or teacher can tell us the history of this door.

line and in two retail stores in their native state. 
They were featured in a TV commercial for Mic-
rosoft, making their papa, a 1981 graduate from 
Peoria High School very proud. The commercial 
aired on Sunday Night Football, The Golf Chan-
nel, and Saturday night live. Their grandfather is 
Mike Laukitis’60, who is semi-retired from his 
aluminum cast company in Pioneer Park in Peo-
ria. Buck stays plenty busy with his fishing and 
his service on the North Pacific Fishery Man-
agement Council, to which Alaska governor Bill 
Walker appointed him in 2016. He hasn’t been 
home for 7 years, but took time to write a letter 
of appreciation, along with his teammates, for his 
former football Coach, Larry Lavery’s retirement. 
“ I love Peoria,” Laukitis said. He has fond mem-
ories of the Grandview Drive view looking across 
the Illinois River.

L to R Tom Ising ’57 Swimming, Gene Toms ’56 Basketball, 

Ralph “Bud” Mason ’56 Basketball, Bill Waibel ’56 

Wrestling were all going to their respective Championships. 

(Excerpt Opinion 1956 submitted by Tom Ising)

Mike Lawless ‘64 grad-
uated from Peoria High 
School in 1964 and earned 
a B.S. in History from 
Western Illinois Universi-
ty in 1968. He also earned 
a M.A. in Guidance and 
Counseling from Bradley 
University in 1970. His career in educa-
tion/coaching would touch seven decades 
and a period of fifty years. Before return-
ing to Peoria High, Mike made teaching and 
coaching stops at Spalding Institute and 
Richwoods High School. At Peoria High 
he served as an assistant coach in football 
and basketball. He also was head coach for 
the Girls and Boys Cross Country teams 
and the Boys Track team. Mike earned lo-
cal, state and national recognition for his 
contributions to Cross Country and Track 
and Field. He also loved teaching. He said 
he often dreamt about ways to be a better 
teacher. As a result of his efforts, Mike is re-
spected by his students, athletes, colleagues 
and the Peoria Community. Mike is very 
appreciative of all the kindness and loyalty 
extended to him by the students of PHS for 
the past thirty-four years.  

“Buck Laukitis ’81, Alaska fisherman 
and Father of ‘Salmon Sisters’ 
Hasn’t Forgotten Peoria Roots 

(Excerpts from Journal Star by Nick Vlahos)

Buck Laukitis left his hometown almost 40 
years ago to head west to Colorado to play col-
lege hockey. After that he headed to Seward, Alas-
ka, where he began learning how to become a 
commercial angler. Laukitis and his wife, Shelly, 
eventually settled where the Alaska mainland 
meets the Aleutian Islands, near a village with 35 
residents, surrounded by a national wildlife ref-
uge. Their daughters were born early in 1990s, 
and they were exposed early to life on the water. 
He and his family operate Magic Fish Co., based 
in Homer. Laukitis’ daughters, Claire Neaton 
and Emma Teal Laukitis are better known as the 
“Salmon Sisters.” For most of the summer and au-
tumn, they and their family fish for salmon and 
halibut in Prince William Sound and the Bering 
Sea. The rest of the time is spent operating their 
Alaska-and fishing-inspired clothing business, on-
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called games for in the four major U.S. sports 
leagues – NFL Chargers, MLB Phillies, NHL 
Flyers, and NBA 76ers Clippers. 

Lawler grew up in Peoria, attended Brad-
ley University, and was a big basketball fan. He 

Steve King ’69 passed 
on April 2018, but his 
family honored him with 
a bridge and ceremony 
at Kellogg Golf Course. 
Nicknamed “Reno” and 
once dubbed “The King 
of Cheers” by the Journal Star, is buried 
just 1.5 miles from Kellogg. Quite fitting 
as Golf was his passion, and he had a brick 
at Busch Stadium, on which was written 
“We play 9.” There is a creek that runs 
along between the fairways on holes 8 and 
9 at Kellogg. If you slice from the tee on 9, 
your ball could very well land on the oth-
er side of the creek, on No. 8. For years 
that meant a running leap from one em-
bankment to the other to play or retrieve 
one’s ball. But now the Steve King Memo-
rial Bridge rests there, a tribute to one 
man, and a merciful path to assist many 
others in their walks to shame to the land 
of out-of-bounds. (Excerpts from Journal 
Star by Dave Eminian)

 
retired September 30 af-
ter over 39 years of prac-
ticing medicine. A gradu-
ate of University of IL in 
1975, she competed on 
its first women’s gymnas-
tics team, and was subsequently awarded 
a varsity letter when the university rec-
ognized women’s sports contributions. In 
1979 she graduated from U of I Peoria’s 
School of Medicine, followed by attaining 
board certification in family practice and 
geriatric medicine. Dr. Benckendorf taught 
medical students for 25 years at the U of I 
College of Medicine at Peoria as a clinical 
assistant professor of medicine. She prac-
ticed for 32 years in Central IL, and for 
over seven years in Berlin, New Hamp-
shire, and underserved area. She has been 
married for over 38 years to a Peoria at-
torney, also now retired, and has three 
children. 

Peoria Native Retiring as 
Broadcaster for L.A. Clippers 

(Excerpts from Journal Star Dave Eminian)

Peoria High Spends a Day with 
a Legend in Equipment Heaven 

(Excerpts from Journal Star by Dave Eminian)

Coach Tim Thornton and the PHS Football 
team and his staff were bussed to Des Plaines to the 
giant Riddell headquarters of football equipment 
in April, 2019. Peyton Manning, the brand ambas-
sador, surprised Coach Thornton and sat down to 
interview him for 20 minutes. “He wanted to know 
why we always go for two points on a conversion. 
Why we go for it on fourth down so much. Why 
we play at such a high tempo.” Every year Riddell 
helps out high school football programs, but this 
year the company chose only one team—Peoria 
High School. The company proclaimed the Lions 
its “Team of the Future.” “They sent a professional 
video crew to Peoria to shoot our field, our practice 
facility, talk to us about our practice methods, our 
training table regimen, our program support from 
fans,” Thornton said. 

Then Riddell paid for breakfast and lunch and 
walked the team into football heaven where they 
met Peyton Manning and the kids just went wild. 
Then they started wheeling in stuff which was 
amazing. They received 55 helmets, most worth 
$400 each, but 12 of them were Precision Fit hel-
mets that go for $1700 each. There were boxes of 
shoulder pads, 60 in all, at $300 a pop. There were 
also Girdles with fitted pads for underneath the 

pants, 115 in all. Pants for the freshman team, Jer-
seys for the games, travel bags and suits for off the 
field and equipment game night operations on the 
field too. They gave them new jerseys for the en-
tire varsity team, and created two special jerseys for 
coaches. One week in the upcoming season, they 
are going to have a Throwback Night where they 
wear a jersey inspired by the 1952 Central team. A 
second night, they will have a special jersey as part 
of an outreach to support the police in the com-
munity. Riddell also provided PHS with high tech 
equipment it can use in practice to track the hits 
individual players are absorbing. Coach Thornton 
said “We can’t thank them enough. This means so 
much to us.”

In August, 2019 Peyton Manning and represen-
tatives from Riddell came to PHS to have Manning 
work with the team on the field practicing with the 
Quarter Backs tossing the football. The staff and 
alumni administrator were able to meet and shake 
Peyton Manning’s hand. Such a class act and this 
indeed was the icing on the cake for all of us. This is 
something these students will never forget. Like any 
good coach, Thornton has awarded the boys with 
these gifts when they have followed the rules, kept 
practice dates etc., and worked hard in practices. 

Ralph Lawler ’56 graduate of Peoria High 
(“Sorry it will always be Central to him.”) is re-
tiring this year from his announcing more than 
3,000 NBA games. Lawler 80 has been on a fare-
well tour in 2018-19 as he broadcasted his 40th 
season of Los Angeles Clippers hoops. He also 

Sandra Bowers - 
Benckendorf, M.D.  ‘71
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Kirk Wessler ’73 left 
his sports editor post at the 
Journal Star after four de-
cades in journalism. He has 
left behind an immense leg-
acy of leadership, hard work 
and masterful storytelling. 
The hall of fame writer and 
editor led the National Basketball Writers 
Assoc. of America and won countless awards; 
he led a sports department that every year 
won even more. Wessler has moved on (he’s 
about to begin a gig writing for OSF Health 
–Care), but his spirit remains in the bones of 
the PJS newsroom, and his stories remain in 
the bloodstream of the Peoria area, forever. 
(Journal Star by Wes Huett) 

Chris Reynolds ’89 
– Reynolds, Bradley athlet-
ics director has been se-
lected as secretary for the 
Division 1-AAA Athletic 
Directors Association. Di-
vision 1-AAA is the orga-
nizing body for Division 1 
schools without football. Reynolds also be-
gan a five-year term on the NCAA Division 
1 Men’s Basketball Committee. He is just 
the second individual associated with the 
Missouri Valley Conference to serve on the 
prestigious NCAA Division 1 Men’s Basket-
ball Committee, joining longtime MVC Com-
missioner Doug Elgin. (Excerpts Journal Star)

Slam Dunk Classy Move from Shaun Livingston ‘04

Shaun Livingston is such a class act! A guy who 
has conquered adversity after one of the worst leg in-
juries you could imagine. He never gave up or gave 
in, battled back, pressed on, willed his way through 
the NBA. And now he had 3 championship rings.

The Golden State Warriors veteran has never for-
gotten his path through the NBA or where he is 
from. He has been very generous with his time and 
money to Peoria. In December 2018 he was a part of 
a simple gesture in San Francisco Bay Area by taking 
three families and their kids on a shopping spree at 
Levi’s store. Each family was gifted $1500 each to go 
shopping with Golden State Warriors cheerleaders 
as a reward for their progress at Oakland Elizabeth 
House. The home serves as a residence for women 
and children who’ve experienced homelessness, vio-
lence, or addiction. The families 

were stunned and grateful to 
see Livingston. The families also 
received signed jerseys and 
game tickets from the 
Warriors. (Excerpts Journal 
Star, Dave Eminian)

played basketball at PHS and pickup games with 
about 25 guys in DePaw, IN, one of which was 
Oscar Robertson, one of the great basketball play-
ers. It was then that he was humbled and realized 
very quickly which side of the game he needed 
to be on – the sideline. He then began to launch 
his career in broadcasting. His opinion on two of 
the greatest players would be Michael Jordan and 
LeBron James. 

Lawler still comes back to Peoria, with his wife, 
Jo-who travels on the road with him to games- ev-
ery few years. He always visits Sky Harbor to dine 
on their catfish, and Fairview Farms Restaurant 
for their delicious fried chicken. He has many 
fond memories of growing up on Biltmore Ave, 
playing sport board games, of which he would de-
liver a play by play as part of those games. He was 
a natural in the making. 

He was inspired by the many great broadcast-
ers like Chick Hearn, Tom Kelly, and Jack Brick-
house, who came through Peoria. Lawler’s trade-

mark calls were: “Bingo!” for a made 3- pointer. 
“Lawler’s Law,” which he invoked on air when a 
team reaches 100 points.  And “Oh me, Oh my” 
when something troubling happens in the game. 

Lawler, of course, knows Shaun Livingston, 
who played for the Clippers and suffered a devas-
tating leg injury early in his career. He comment-
ed on what a terrific, quality man he was then 
and is today. He admired Shaun’s strength, and 
faith to heal and comeback and play all over the 
league, and earn his championship rings. 

Lawler certainly has a Hall of Fame resume 
winning three Emmys, a Telly, and literally seen 
the NBA from its’ birth. He preferred broad-
casting with a mike instead of a headset. He is 
a member of the Southern California Sports 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame, the California Sports 
Hall of Fame, Bradley University Sports Hall of 
Fame and his Peoria High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame. He also earned a star on Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in 2016.
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Robert Lowder ’40 passed on May, 2019. 
Dr. Lowder was a Bradley University Emeritus 
Professor of Psychology. He graduated from 
PHS at 16 and was drafted into the US Army 
in 1943 and initially trained as a medic. Bob 
was selected for the Army’s rigorous Special-
ized Training Program, which provided exten-
sive academic preparation in engineering from 
the universities of Arkansas and Texas A & 
M and prompted a variety of military assign-
ments, one of which included interviewing re-
turning WWII veterans under the tutelage of 
a respected Army psychiatrist. After receiving 
his master’s degrees in psychology from Brad-
ley and PhD in industrial psychology from 
Purdue University, he began his Bradley career 
in 1956 which spanned 36 years. He was hon-
ored in 2016 as the Department of Psychol-
ogy’s Distinguished Alumnus for his ongo-
ing service and support to the department at 
Bradley University. He was an accomplished 
sportsman and was active well into his 80s. 
His greatest satisfaction, however, came from 
helping students maximize their potential and 
seeing the fruits of his labors when they re-
turned to visit or sought his advice and coun-
sel. (Excerpts Journal Star)

David E. Connor ’42 passed on July, 2019. 
“Polish your corner of the world,” became words 
that David Connor lived by throughout his life, 
in both word and deed. He believed in people 
and encouraged them to be the very best they 
could be. He started his education in a one room 
school house and quickly excelled graduating 
from PHS at the age of 16. He worked hard to 
pay for his education’s first year at Yale Univer-
sity. Then with the outbreak of WWII he joined 
the Navy, attended Midshipman School at Co-
lumbia University, and went on to serve as an 
Officer on the USS Caribou. He graduated in 
1945 with a Bachelor of Arts in International 
Studies. He was CEO of Commercial National 
Bank, and later launched the David E. Connor & 
Assoc. Financial Consultants. He invested much 
time and talent in the many Peoria area civic 
organizations and was known for his brilliance 
and fairness in business. He was also a mentor 
to many of our leaders in the community. For 
recognition he received the PHS Distinguished 
Alumni Award, and the Bob Michel Lifetime 
Achievement Award along with numerous other 
awards. He was a Sunday school teacher and a 
member of the St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 
Peoria. (Excerpts Journal Star)

A.J Guyton ‘1996 
– Has been recently ap-
pointed as director of 
athletics for Peoria Pub-
lic Schools. Guyton will 
oversee the athletic pro-
grams of the district’s pri-
mary and middle schools. 
Guyton stated, “it was a dream of his to 
return to Peoria to continue with the 
work being done and add his expertise in 
the area of athletics.”  In June 2018, Guy-
ton, a former Big Ten Player of the Year and 
consensus All-American at Indiana, joined 
the men’s basketball coaching staff at Loy-
al (Md.) Prior to that he served as North-
western University’s director of player 
development. Guyton has had a standout 
career as a Hoosier, which saw him lead 
Indiana to four straight NCAA tourna-
ment appearances. He has played with the 
Chicago Bulls, Golden State Warriors, & 
a seven year career in Europe playing in 
Italy, Israel, Croatia, Greece & Sweden. He 
was a coach at Illinois Central College & 
assisted at PHS before coaching the Cen-
tral IL. Drive in the Premier Basketball 
League and lead them to PBL titles in each 
of his three seasons. Guyton also served 
as an assistant with the NBA G League’s 
Windy City Bulls. (Excerpts Journal Star)

Shaun Livingston 
‘2004 was waived this 
July, 2019 from continuing 
his roll with the Golden 
State Warriors $7million 
contract. The Warriors 
thanked Shaun for his im-
mense contributions as a 
team member as he always carried himself 
as a professional. “His resume indicates that 
he’s one of only a handful of players in league 
history to win at least three NBA champi-
onships,” stated Joe Lacob, the Warriors ma-
jority owner. “Shaun was a huge part of the 
three NBA championship teams with the 
Warriors, but his overall journey is what is 
most remarkable,” Lacob said in a statement. 
“He overcame incredible odds following a 
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Frederick Genge PhD, PHS Teacher/Coach 
passed on December, 2018. He was a teach-
er and coach for over 35 years at PHS. He 
also taught at St Mary’s in Kickapoo, ICC, 
and ISU. Frederick coached soccer, tennis, 
pole vaulting, and kickers with varsity boy’s 
football. He was instrumental in starting boys 
soccer and girls track. He shall always be re-
membered by many of his students. (Excerpts 
Journal Star)

Richard “Dick” Bogard ’44 passed on No-
vember, 2018. It was always Dick’s ambition 
to be a major league ball player: He had all 
the credentials. He was an outstanding base-
ball player at PHS and was proud to say he 
was the starting pitcher all four years. He had 
3 pitches –a fast ball, a “nickel curve,” which 
was later called a “slider,” and his best pitch 
was a “fork ball” which is now known as the 
“split finger” fast ball. He was inducted into 
the PHS Sports Hall of Fame and was near-
ly drafted by the Boston Red Sox. He served 
as a rifleman during WWII in France. It was 
winter and bitterly cold and snowing. One 
night, after coming into contact with the 
enemy on a bridge, Dick fell into the wa-
ter. He was pulled out and from that point 
on, he could not get his feet dry because he 
had combat boots instead of snowpacks. His 
feet became severely swollen thus Dick was 
sent home. He was awarded the Bronze Star, 
French Croix de Guerre, Presidential Unit 
Citation, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, two 
Battle Stars, and later received the French 
Legion of Honor Medal. He then graduated 
from University of Michigan in 1950 from 
the School of Pharmacy. He became the CEO 
of five Bogard Drug Stores in Central IL. 
(Excerpts Journal Star)

Gerald Stephens ’51 – passed on August, 
2018. Jerry was the founder and retired 
chairman of the board of RLI Corp., a na-
tionwide specialty property and casualty in-
surance company headquartered in Peoria, 
IL. He graduated from University of Wis-
consin-Madison in 1955 and served in the 
army in the Korean War. “Jerry was a vision-
ary leader whose passion for the specialty 
insurance business was inspirational to the 
thousands of employees, insurance produc-
ers, business partners and community part-
ners his life touched during his more than 50 
years in the insurance industry. He was a ded-
icated philanthropist who cared deeply about 
his community,” said RLI CEO Jonathan 
Michael. Jerry received many recognitions 
throughout his life, including Distinguished 
Alum from Peoria High School Alumni Assoc. 
Before his passing he endowed the Stephens 
Scholarship with the PHS Alumni Associa-
tion and donated regularly to sustain the Dr. 
John & Betty Tinthoff Endowed Scholarship. 
The Tinthoffs  were his PHS classmates from 
1951 who died in a plane crash in 1999. Jerry 
attributed RLI’s longtime success to the peo-
ple of the organization and the philosophy 
of “the customer is king.” When once asked 
what legacy he wished to leave on this planet. 
Jerry responded: “I believe we are put on the 
earth to serve others. Our rewards in life are 
in direct proportion to the service we are able 
to provide. I would hope to be remembered 
as a servant of our family, our people at RLI, 
our customers and our community. Others 
may have done a better job than I, but I hope 
to be remembered as one who gave his all in 
the endeavor.” (Excerpts Journal Star obits & 
by Steve Tarter)

devastating injury, wore nine different NBA 
uniforms during his comeback, had a stint in 
the D-League and, fittingly, ended up being a 
major contributor on one of the best teams 
in NBA history.” (Excerpts by Mark Medina, 
Journal Star)

Abrin Schaad ‘2010 
–A Peorian, 26 year old 
Abrin Schaad won the U.S. 
Amateur Pool Champi-
onship title in Tampa, FL 
in November, 2018. He 
works as a teller at CEF-
CU. However, now he’s 
known as “Hurricane Abe.” This was his first 
appearance ever in the U.S. championships 
with 128 players in the field. He went unde-
feated, rolling through seven matches. Schad 
walked away with a cool trophy, name recog-
nition, an automatic bid to return and defend 
his title, and entry into a 2019 professional 
tournament. (Journal Star by Dave Eminian)

Andrew Conton 
‘2019 is the recipient 
of the Mentee of the 
Year award from the 100 
Black Men of America. As 
a member of the Mentor 
for Life Program in the 
Central Illinois chapter, 
Andrew Conton is only the second individu-
al from Illinois to win this prestigious award. 
He earned a 3.8 GPA from PHS and was in-
volved in a multitude of programs. He was a 
member of the PHS marching and concert 
bands, the Peoria Jazz All Stars, the Bradley 
University and Eastern Illinois University 
Honors Bands, the Solo Ensemble and the 
Illinois Music Education Assoc. Conton is 
passionate about science, art, politics, and 
music. He plans to use his passion to reignite 
the community. He wants to inspire people 
to become self-starters and embrace their in-
dividuality, and is grateful to those who have 
helped him get to where his is today. He has 
accepted a full scholarship to Benedict College 
in Columbia, South Carolina. (Excerpts Jour-
nal Star)



Year First Last Married Date

1932 Jean Turnbull Campbell 2019
1935 Ruth  Schlatter Martin 2018
1935 Bette Babb  2019
1937 Betty  Stedman Solomon 2017
1938 John Waters  2018
1938 Anne Strehlow Vance 2018
1939 Robert Dean Moushon  2015
1940 Marty Dunbar Blair 2018
1940 Mary Sue Tolman Walter 2019
1940 Robert Lowder  2019
1941 Shirley  Blackwell Presnell 2018
1941 Robert Dageforde  2018
1941 Dr. Earl Beard  2018
1941 Henry Altorfer  2019
1942 Berbard Hhofreiter  2018
1942 Dr. Ralph Seward  2019
1942 David E. Connor  2019
1942 Loretta Mcmahon Horst 2019
1943 Jerry Garrott  2018
1943 Martha Hale Blair 2018
1944 Richard Bogard  2018
1944 Robert Haefli  2019
1944 George Burdette  2019
1944 Marilyn Ross Burton 2019
1945 Paul Howe Jr  2018
1945 Barbara  Marcus  2019
1945 Otto Mackert  2018
1945 Rosalie Hitpas Kenning 2018
1946 Clarence Keel Jr  2018
1946 Frederick Claus  2018
1946 Richard Lerby  2018
1946 Marilyn Ecklund Smith 2017
1946 Richard Haefli  2019
1946 Miriam Sommer Vinton 2019
1947 Richard Hill  2016

Year First Last Married Date 

1948 Lorraine Yeck Bunker 2016
1948 Dean Schmidt  2018
1948 Gene Morain  2019
1949 Robert Nelson  2018
1949 Gail Michael Cummings 2019
1950 William Mitchener  2019
1950 Virginia Schmidt Kellogg 2018
1950 Esther Weinrep Gardner 2019
1950 Mildred Stoecker Wiesehan 2019
1950 Markila Hurd  2019
1950 Tilley Derges Allen 2018
1951 David Schneider  2018
1951 Laird Carter  2018
1951 Don Rees Jr  2019
1951 Carl Krumpe  2019
1951 Pahe Hubble Forman 2019
1952 Shirley  Hartwell Pletkovich 2018
1952 Reed Mcclintock  2019
1952 Margaret Mcclugage Steenrod 2019
1952 David Bultemeier  2019
1952 Ronald Greenwood  2019
1952 Darlene Feser  2018
1953 Janet Barrer Potts 2017
1953 Lloyd  Thompson  2019
1953 Kenneth Powell  2018
1953 Viola Pople Johnson 2019
1953 June Marshall Essig 2018
1953 Tony Vrell  2019
1954 Dave  Lancaster  2018
1954 James Shively  2019
1954 Richard Springston  2018
1954 Ray  Voigt  2019
1954 Gary Trotter  2019
1955 Barbara  Bacon Remy 2017
1955 Roger Mulvaney  2018



1955 Suzanne  Bowman Boley 2018
1955 Lois Dan  2019
1955 Barbara  Bacon Remy 2017
1955 Clayton Marshall  Jr  2019
1956 Jack Arbuckle Jr  2019
1956 Wayne Lulay  2019
1957 Mary sue Clark Esbeck 2018
1958 Mary sue Breed Block 2018
1958 Kathleen Mccaddon Stevens 2018
1958 Michael Lev  2018
1958 Edward Cheatham  2019
1958 Sharon Wykoff  2018
1959 John  Bingaman  2018
1959 Cleo Steiner  2019
1959 Michael Shea  2017
1959 Marion  Mason Pistole 2019
1959 Roger Vanzandbergen  2019
1960 Jay Mccormick  2019
1960 Sharon Halterman Loer 2019
1961 David Bohner  2017
1961 Chuck Deahl  2018
1961 Larry  Mccaw  2019
1961 Jack Russell  2018
1961 Carol Hoggatt  2019
1962 Judy Waldron Habben 2017
1962 William Walker  2019
1963 Jack Sandmeyer  2018
1963 Ramona Stahlheber Baker 2018
1963 Bill  Fliege  2019
1963 Bill  Maibach  2019
1964 Roger Lane  2018
1964 Leenae Doran Todden 2019
1964 Linda Sweney  2019
1965 Susan Stevens Barton 2017
1965 Connie Linthcum Walker 2018
1965 Judy Hamilton Studer 2018
1966 Clarice Smith jr  2018
1966 Kathy Gale Markovic 2018
1966 Ginger Lowes Becella 2019
1966 James Chatwell  2019
1967 Atlas Waddle  2018
1967 James St Clair  2018
1967 Bert Mitchell  2019
1968 David Seitzer  2016
1968 Janie Banks Gayles 2018

1968 Charles Branch  2018
1968 Randy Turner  2018
1968 Jacqueline Farrar  2019
1968 Peter Parkhurst  2019
1968 John Girton  2019
1969 Michael Holden  2018
1970 Jan Bowman Hutchcraft 2018
1971 Susan  Marlatt Brown 2018
1973 Lynne Oakford Anderson 2017
1975 Larry  Donaldson  2018
1975 Edgar Welsh iii  2019
1977 Renee  Steiner Meyers 2018
1977 Debra Trapps Iloh 2018
1978 Curtis Hankins  2018
1978 Joseph Morrow  2018
1978 Ron Rutledge  2018
1978 Bobbie Peterson  2018
1978 Terry Sperry  2018
1978 Eileen Wall  2018
1978 Deron Young  2018
1978 Eric Ashford  2018
1978 Ivan Durflinger  2018
1978 Kory Funk  2018
1978 Bryan Belisle  2018
1978 Joseph Brewer  2018
1978 Karen Buckner  2018
1978 Anne Decremer  2018
1978 Sandra Dunivan Marsiglia 2018
1978 Lovilla Durbala Burton 2018
1978 John Garske  2018
1978 Jackie Hines Hicks 2018
1978 Jeanne  Kelly  2018
1978 Andy Koehl  2018
1980 Karrie Hankins Fitton 2016
1981 Alicia Ziprich Butler 2018
1985 Jan Landis Bohm 2018
1986 Jacqueline Odonnell Hurd 2019
1988 Twyla Farmer  2018
1988 Eddie Moore  2018
1988 Markila Terrell  2018
1997 Vanessa Armstrong Vassell 2018
2004 Brandon Darnell Polk 2018
2011 Shaelynn Bowling  2018
2019 Denardo Roni Williams 2019
Rpsm Earlene Bagley  2018
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 PHSAA MISSION Maintain the tradition of  Peoria High School providing support,
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! SUPPORT PEORIA HIGH SCHOOL
Membership dues keep the organization afloat with funding for operational and program administration. The organization can’t survive without them. 
Support of projects  — like the Gold Lion Luncheon and scholarships  — provide real and tangible services to the school and the next generation. 
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YES, I’D LIKE TO HELP WITH MEMBERSHIP DUES.
Membership Dues pay the operating expenses of the Alumni Association and help administer projects. Printing and postage are the greatest expense.
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